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Diverse Families Children’s Literature Lesson Plan  





Lesson Plan Title: Knowing Being Different is Okay 
** this lesson will take place during disability awareness month in March** 
Book Title: When Charley Met Emma 
Author: Amy Webb 
Illustrator: Merrilee Liddiard 
Content Area(s) and Grade 
Level(s) 
Grade levels: K-3 (but can also apply to 4th grade) 
Content Area: Diversity inside and outside the classroom  
Lesson Objective(s) 
 
● Students will learn about what a wheelchair is and be able to identify what it is 
used for. 
● Students will make an emotional and personal connection to the disability in 
the book When Charley Met Emma. 
● Students will ask insightful questions about the disability within the book 
When Charley Met Emma. 
● Students will give thoughtful, compassionate answers when asked a question 
about the disability within the book When Charley Met Emma.  
Florida Standards: 
  
● PE.4.R.5.3: Demonstrate respect and caring for students with disabilities 
through verbal and non-verbal encouragement and assistance. 
● SP.PK12.VI.7.3b: Explain how personal strengths and disability impact learning 
and other areas of life. 
● LAFS.1.RL.3.7: Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, 
setting, or events. 
● LAFS.2.RL.1.3: Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and 
challenges. 
● LAFS.3.RL.1.3: Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or 
feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 
● LAFS.4.RL.1.3: Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, 




● The assessment will be through observation and a final question. The teacher 
will observe each student as they perform the wheelchair activity. The teacher 
will note comments the student makes, how they are interacting with the 
wheelchair, and how they act when doing the one hand activity.  
● This assessment is to see if students can make an emotional and personal 
connection with disability awareness and to understand that being different is 
OKAY.  
                                       
● The final question students will answer will be, “How can you personally make 
sure someone with a disability is valued, respected, and loved?” 
Motivating Activity & 
Anticipatory Set/Access Prior 
Knowledge: 
 
**put posted notes over the words in the book just for this day 
● The day before the activity takes place, have the students see the book. Pass it 
around the classroom and have them look at the pictures. Tell them you will 
be learning about something that makes certain people even more special and 
tell them there will be a hands-on activity the next day they should prepare 
for. 
○ Have them guess what the hands-on activity will be and if they can 

































● WHEELCHAIR ACTIVITY (Optimize relevance, value, and authenticity(UDL 7.2)) 
○ **Tell students before beginning the wheelchair activity, that the 
wheelchair itself is NOT Emma’s disability. Her congenital limb difference is 
her disability. Emma’s wheelchair helps her with her disability.** 
○ Teacher should ask for a wheelchair from the nurse's office prior to 
activity.   
○ Teacher will bring wheelchair up to the front of the class and ask students: 
(Activate or supply background knowledge (UDL 3.1)) (EL - Give enough 
wait time for second language learners to respond to questions) 
■ Do you know what this is? 
■ Do you know what this is used for? 
■ Do you know why this was created? 
■ Who was this created for? 
■ How does it help someone who needs it? 
○ After several answers, have students line up to come up and look at the 
wheelchair and to ask questions about it.  
○ When the class is done looking at the wheelchair and asking questions 
have them circle the wheelchair while you read the book When Charley 
Met Emma.  
○ As you are reading, show the pictures, point out Emma’s wheelchair, point 
out how it is different from the one we see now, continue to point out 
certain aspects, and allow students to ask questions.  
○ **PLEASE NOTE: Emma’s wheelchair is NOT her disability. Discuss with the 
class what her disability is her congenital limb differences. Explain to the 
class what that is and WHY Emma has to use a wheelchair to help her in 
her daily life. (EL - Simplify your speech by making it slower and 
redundant) 
 Ask students to list one thing that helps them with their daily lives.  
 
 











































○ After the book is done being read, the students will now take turns in the 
wheelchair and will perform simple tasks in the wheelchair. (Guide 
information processing and visualization (UDL 3.3)) 
■ A student will try and go to the bathroom.   
● Ask the students 
○ What do you notice? 
○ Is it hard to fit in here? 
○ What could make it easier? 
○ How does that make you feel? 
■ A student will try to go through the classroom door. 
● Ask the students 
○ What do you notice? 
○ Is it hard to fit through the door? 
○ What could make this easier? 
○ How is it making you feel? 
■ A student will sit and dance while in the wheelchair, while the other 
students dance around to an appropriate song choice from the 
teacher. (EL - Promote cooperation (small groups)) 
● Ask the student sitting in the wheelchair 
○ How does it make you feel seeing everyone dance 
and not including you? 
○ What could you personally do to include someone 
during a dance party in a wheelchair? 
○ What was difficult about dancing in a wheelchair? 
○ When every student has had the opportunity to do each part of the activity 
have them return to their seats.  
○ Lastly, students should learn about the positives of being in a wheelchair. 
 Ask students what they think are some positives and take 
note of them: 
 Examples of some thing’s students might answer with: 
• Your legs won’t get tired because you are always 
sitting.  
• You can get on rides quicker.  
 Share with students your positives 
     -You become independent. 
     -By having a wheelchair, you could meet people you 




































○ Ask the whole class the following questions 
■ Did you feel good about being in a wheelchair? Why? 
■ Did you feel bad about being in a wheelchair? Why? 
■ How can we make our classroom better for those in a wheelchair? 
■ Why is it important to make someone in a wheelchair or anyone 
who has a disability in our classroom feel loved, valued, and 
respected? 
■ Lastly, have students write on a posted note how they can 
personally make sure someone with a disability is valued, 
respected, and loved? 
 
o Have students answer the following question(s): 
 Why do you think I had you learn about this today? 
 What is a POSITIVE about being in a wheelchair for someone who 
has a disability? 






● A wheelchair 
● Book: When Charley Met Emma 
● Posted notes 
● Pencils  
 
